CHAPTER III

THE SOUTHERN SLAYS OF YUGOSLAVIA1 AND
BULGARIA; THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

(a) Political Development

To those who wish to fish in troubled waters, post-
war Yugoslavia provides opportunities not to be
equalled elsewhere. If the individualisms of Transyl-
vania are unique, and if the diversity of its races
and religions are intricate, it has a coherent historic
tradition, and the unity of modern Roumania de-
pends ultimately upon the one question of the possi-
bility of a true Regat-Transylvania marriage. But
Yugoslavia has many different histories to reconcile.
And if Poland and Roumania are caught between
the enmity of Germany and Russia, Yugoslavia is
wedged between the ambiguous friendship of Rome
with Berlin.

It is impossible to examine the activities of the
Germans in Yugoslavia, since dynamic destructiveness
became their motif, without a particularly careful
analysis of the historical diversity and confusion which
forms a considerable part of the material they use and
which provides the only intelligible explanation of the
rest. Yugoslavia was put together in 1919 from the
two Balkan States of Serbia and Montenegro, which had
won a perilous independence from Turkey during the
nineteenth century, and from a considerable portion of

1 Meaning, literally, Southern Slavia.
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